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to measure. And when he tries to define what
he experiences, expression seems to fail him.
Sometimes, like a Hebrew prophet, he uses the
highest images he can think of, only to declare
their inadequacy; at other times he takes refuge in
negatives to get rid of the apparent limitation of
every affirmation. As in Dante's vision the whole
universe was gathered round a central point in
God, who yet at the same time was con-
ceived as an infinite circumference embracing all
things, so in the worshipper's heart God contains,
a-nd yet transcends, everything; and the double
aspect of God as the One in whom all is lost, and
yet the One in whom all is found, seems to be
expressible only by asserting the failure , of all
expression. Thus what is really the deepest and
fullest of all our experiences is apt to adopt the
language of Agnosticisnl, in order to convey a mean-
ing that seems too great for any form of words.

But, in the second place, we have to observe,
that when the man who is thus inspired by " thoughts
beyond the reaches of this soul," declares that he
knows nothing, he means the very opposite of what
he says. He does not mean that his mind is
empty, but that it is too full; and his revolt
against the idea of knowledge is caused by his
realising a deeper unity, and so a greater completeness
of being, than that which is consciously present to